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_ The EXAMINER. 





From Chursday Fuly 3, to Chursdap Faly 10. 1712. 





OR thefe Forty Years paft, every Com- 
plaint againft the Dutch has been thought 
very unpopular in England, and the fame 
Reproach hath been ever fince perpetu- 
ally caft upon all who have at any time offer’d 
to fay that thofe Neighbours have deait hard- 
ly by us, without confidering how Circumftan- 
ces are altered on their fide and ours. It muft 
be allowed, that King Charles II. who had an 
incurable Dread of Parliaments, and often chofe 
to receive Subfidies from France, rather than 
lie at their Mercy, did too much contribute to 
the Grandeur of that Crown, by facilitating the 
French Conquefts in the Netherlands, and con- 
fequently did very much indanger the very Be- 
ing of that State, which was not then in the 
flourifhmg Condition we have fince beheld. it. 
It muft likewife be acknowledged, that the Ac- 
quifition of that Commonwealth to France would 
be in time very ruinous to England: not that I 
take an Averfion for the Dutch to be at all a 
Whiggifh Principle, as thofe pretend who falfly 
impute it to us; for then, Crommel and the 
Rump- Parliament would have been the greateft 
Tories in Chriftendom, fince during almoft the 
whole Period of their Government, the two 
Commonwealths were perpetually engaged in 
War; and even fince that time, my Lord) 
Shaftsbury, who was the avowed Patron of 
Whigs and Diffenters, is known to have made a 
Speech in Parliament, wherein he applied the 
Delenda Carthago to our Intereft in deftroying 
the Republick of Holland: This Perfon, who 
afterwards retired, and died among them, very 
well underftood the Interefts of England, and® 
fe Genius of the Dutch. Though I am not 
ery fond of Quotations, yet, for the Benefit 
ef fuch who have not feen it, I will Tranfcribe 
one part of his Speech, lately reprinted, Zoth 
Kings knowing their Interefts, refolved to join againft 
them who were the Common Enemies to all Monar- 
chies, and I may fay efpecially to ours, their only 
Competitor for Trade and Power at Sea, and who 
only ftand in their way to an Univerfal Empire as 
grear as Rome. Thus the States under food fo weil, 
and had {wallomed fo deep, that under all their pre- 
fent Diftre/s and Danger, they are fo intoxicated 
with that vaft Ambition, that they flight a Treaty, 
and refufe a Ceflation: And if, after this, you 
fufer them to get up, let this be remembred, The 
States of Holland are England’s eternal Enemy, 
both by Intereft and Inclination. 
fam as little difpofed as any Man to make 
National Reflections: I have always looked up- 
on the —b to be a very Wife People, and to 
have pofleffed more of that Virtue which the 


Romans fo much prized and praétifed, | mean 
the Love of their Country, than any other Na- 
tion upon Earth, elfe they could never fo long 
have held. a- very ill contrived and indigefted 
Conftitution, though at the fame time | can 
not but fear, that this Virtue hath been a good 
deal impared amongft them of late Years, of 
which I doubt We have been the Caufe; a long 
War, and the Converfation of Perfons without 
Morals or Religion, and wholly devoted to their 
own Intereft, are enough to introduce Corrup- 
tions amongft the beft People: And I have 
been told; that fome leading Men in Holland 
have been fucf towardly Pupils to Avarice and 
Ambition, that they are as ready to forgo the 
Welfare of their Country, as it they had been 
born and bred in Ergland, or gone to School 
under the Late Miniftry. This Report certain- 
ly cannot be without Grounds, otherwifé we 
fhould never fee a ftaid, fober People, contra- 
dict all the Maxims by which they have fo long 
fupported their tottering Commonwealth: As 
to Gratitude, Juftice, and Honour, 1 do not 
much expec to fee them in Republicks ; but, 
to forgo Intereft and Safety, to facrifice both 
thefe Deities to Pique and Infolence, is fo ve- 
ry extraordinary, that inftead of Taxing their 
People in genefal with fuch wild Proceedings, 
we muft have Recourfe, asin all Mal-Admini- 
{tration of the Publick, to the Corruptions of 
a few. We have beheld what difmal Confes 
quences have happened from the like Caufes 
here at home, under a Monarchy ; and where 
thefe Caufes once get Entrance, they are much 
more powerful in a Commonwealth , and not 
fo eafy to be remedied. 1 had a fhrewd Suf- 
picion how far D—) Virtue was declined fome 
Months ago, when a Minifter from tence was 
here among us, who, without any Intelleétuad 
Talents above weighing of Butter, or Curing of 
Herrings, was poffefied of all that Subalrern 
Cunning which is no where acquired but amidft 
a corrupt and degenerate People , the Confort 
by which he a&ed with a Faction among us, 
and his Mafters in Holland, clearly convinced 
me, that a Change of Miniftry There would be 
full as neceflary as we found it here 5 and had 
they proceeded, at the fame time with us, to 
put their Affairs into other Hands, Europe 
would now have been in a profound Peace ; 
and if our: laft Miniftry had continued, the 
War would have been amicably perpetuated 
till the Publick in Holland were as Poor as here, 
and fome private Perfons as Rich. ’Tis true 
indeed, that the Common People in Ablland 
have always profefled a Hatred to the Exgli(h 
Nation, 
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Nation, whether from the Brutalities of their 
Natures, or theit looking upon us as Rivals in 
thei® Trade; and this Hatred hath been much 
fomented, of late, by thofe at the Helm among 
them, who were in fuch ftrié Correfpondence 
with our Whiggifh Miniftry: befides, 1 am much 
in doubt, whether the prodigious Sums of our 
Mony_fpent in that Country, did not make 
fome of their People fond of War, as much as 
the daily Encreafe of their Dominions by the 
Valour of our Troops; but I ftill infift, that 
the Continuance of it after the Conceflion of 
fach a Barrier, could not, by any Means, be 
their true National Intereft ; and that therefore 
they have been deceived and abufed as much 
as we by the Avarice and Ambition of fome 
leading Men among them. , It is plain, that at 
the Treaty of Gertrudenberg they had very good 
Offers from France ;, it is as plain, that the Re- 
covery of Spain and the Weft-Indies from the 
Bourbon Family, was at leaft as much our Con- 
cern as theirs: therefore, why they fhould re- 
fufe the Conditions offer’d at that time, can 
‘have no other Solution, than that for which 
we refufed thofe that were offered to us; I 
mean. that in both Nations, thofe who had 
moft Power found it their Intereft that the 
War fhould continue, and unanimoufly joined 
in the fame Meafures to effet the fame De- 
fign and the fame End. 

The frantick Steps the States have lately ta- 
ken, plainly fhew the Truth of what I affirm, 


’ and I with this may not be farther evinced, if 
the People fhould happen to open their Eyes, 


and fhut their Ears, as in the Cafe of De Wit. 
And if, as they fay, the populous City of Am- 
fterdam hath declared for a Peace, what may 
they not apprehend if the other great Towns 
fhouid follow their Example! 

But, fiance my laft Paper , Things at home 
have taken a new Hace; the De/ponders of our 
fide, and the fanguine Hopers among the Whigs, 
are convinced, to their Foy and Grief, that the 
great Difficulty towards a Peace is now over, 
for I reckon, whilel am Writing this, General 
Hill is giving his Orders in Dunkirk, and I 
hope, in a little time, the Kingdom will €on- 
gratulate, with Her M——y, for the Succefs 


_of the nobleft Negotiation that perhaps hath 


been managed in any Age ; upon this Occafion, 
I muft recollect. an old Paflage in a Medley of 
December 25.1710. I had, it feems, ventured 
to foretel, about that time, what good Succefs 
would probably attend the Prefeat Miniftry ; 
upon which, this Weekly Adverfary of mine 
thought fit to obferve, That 4 Twelve-month af- 


ter would be a better time to make a Fudgiment of 


that Matter, and, that fome People would think I 
was a little too bafty. 1 then fet my Mark im- 
mediately upon thofe Words; and exaétly as he 
foretold , about a Twelve-month after, the 
Seflion was opened with the glorious Project 
of Difmal, from whence the Whigs propofed 
to themfelves a new Millennium. What the 
Coniequence hath been, I need not repeat: 


Things have fucceeded fo far beyond fome 
Men’s Expectation, that I may very well aflame 
to my felf an Air of Satisfaction, at feeing my 
Predictions fulfilled ; though, I confefs, there 
did not require any great fhare of the Spirit 
of Prophecy to foretel a fortunate Event to 
Perfons who, like Avteus, recover new Strength 
from the deadlieft Efforts of their Enemies: 
The Malice and Implacablenefs of Adverfaries 
their raifing Difficulties upon Difficulties, ferves 
only as matter of Triumph to fuch great Ge- 
nius’s, whofe Capacity, Addrefs, and Vigilance 
can break with Glory through any Oppofition. 


B= Jn the left Examiner, Pag. 1. Col, 2. Lin. 26. for 
unnatural read natural. 
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